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PREFACE relating to ſome Calumnies caſt 
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| Ars was not defton'd 
J for the 


"IA it not been for the earneſt ſolli- 
citations of thoſe to whom it was deliver d, 
who. called me to this work, aud gave me 
this ſubject. Ihe reaſons which' chiefly 
induced me to comply with their requeſt, are 
as follow. 0 | 
Firſt, I obſerve that thoſe who are ſal/ly 
called Antinomians, for their cloſe attach- 
ment to the doctrines of free grace, are re- 
preſented as perſons that have thrown off 
all regards to the duties of practical religim; 
and the general cry is, that theſe are ſel- 
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iv The PREFACE. 
dom or never inſiſted on by them in their” 
ſermons and diſcourſes from the pulpit © 

T was, therefore, the more willing to yield 

to the publication of this, in order to wipe 

off, in part, ſuch an 722757 As for my 
ſelf, God is my witneſs, and ſo is the church | 
to whom 1 miniſter, that I am not wanting | 
m my endeavours to fulfil this part of my | 
work. It is not long ſince I finiſhed, in a 
courſe of Lord"s-day morning exerciſes, an 
Expoſition on the epiſtle to the Epheſians; 
when as the former part of that epiſtle gave 

me an opportunity of treating on the ſubject 

of the grace of God diſplay d in election, re- 
demption, and effectual vocation, which 1 
the ſource and foundation of all real holineſs, 


powerful godlineſs, and undefiled religion ; 


fo the latter part of it led me to inſiſt upon, : 


lay open, and expoſe the evil of almoſt every 
known ſim, and to explain and enlarge upon 
almoſt every duty to be practiſed by the be- 
liever, in every part, ftation, and condition 
of liſe. 


| 

| 0 
Secondly, It is commonly ſaid, that i - 
the perſons above-mentioned are, both in 
| Prin- 
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The PRE FACE. 'V 
principle and practice, avainſt praying for the 
— of ik As had & opportunity, 
in the following Diſcourſe, of taking. notice 
of tbis part of the work of prayer, and 
of explaming the ſenſe of thoſe on whom 
this charge is fixed, I was the more tafily 
prevailed upon to publiſh it to the world. 

Thirdly, I underſtand that ſome, who 
beard this Diſcourſe, have repreſented me 
as directing perſons to pray to three Gods. 
What I have publiſhed already upon the 
doclrine of the IJrinity, will be ſuſfcient 10 
clear me from the charge of Tritheifm : 
Though, with the ſcriptures, I aſſert, that 
the Father is God, the Son is God, and 
the Holy Ghoſt is God; yet that theſe 
Three are but one God. Though J affirm 
that there is a plurality in the Deuy, 
which is neither more nor fewer than 
J hree ; yet I have, by many arguments, 
proved the unity of the divine Being; nor 
have 1 ſaid any thing contrary to it in the 
enſuing Diſcourſe : However, as it is now 
made public, the reader will judge for him- 
Fourthly, 
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| Fourthly T take this opportunity to put 
a ſtop to a falſe, and, I fear; a malicious 


report, which is induſtriouſly ſpread in city ] | 


and country; which is, that I and the 


church, of which 1 am paſtor, have no more 
regard to the religious obſervation of the 
Lord's-day, or firſt day of the week, than 
what concerns public worſbip only ; and that 
was it not for fear of being taken notice of 
by the government, we ſhould open our ſoopt, 


and uſe all the freedom of conver ſation and 
recreation, as on other days, when the pub- 
lic work of the day is ended. As for my ſelf, 


T can truly ſay, I never had any ſcruple upon 
mymind about keeping the firſt day of the mec. 
in all the parts of divine worſoip, both public 


and private. I was educated in a ſtrict and 


"x 
424 


religious obſervance of this day; and, by the 


in it unto this inſtant. Since 1 have been able b 
to examine the controverſy about the ſabbath; 
and judge for my ſelf, I have always been 
of opinion, that be that keeps a day, ſhould 
keep it to the Lord, whether that day be the 
ſeventh, firſt, or fourth; that be ought i 

not 
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The PxEFacy, vil 
not to do bis own work, or ſeek bis own plea» 


ure, but devote the whole of it ta the Lord 


both in the church and in his family. It 
is not long ſence I preached two ſermons on 


this ſubject; when having proved, as I 


1 thought, by ſeveral arguments, the abroga-' 


tion of the ſeventh-day ſabbath, J offered my 
reaſons for the keeping of the firſt day of the 
week, and cloſed my diſcourſes with a preſ- 


eng exbortation to a ſtrict obſervance of it 
in all the exercaſes of religion, both public 
= and private. As for the church, and the 


members of it, 1 need only ſay, I am not 


| | ſenſible that any of them have given in to 


any looſe principles or praclices relating to 
this day. The Society which keep up a pri- 


vate exerciſe of prayer on Lord's-day morn- 


inge, to whom the following diſcourſe was 


reached, conſiſting chiefly of the members 
2 church, 16, * ji. 4 ſtanding proof 
to the contrary. Befides, it has been an 
objection among us to the reception of ſuch, 
as members, who have privately ſold any of 
therr goods on that day; a practice which 
too much prevails among profeſſors of all de- 
- aps T7 nominations. 
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1 nominations. Lam ſorry that thoſe who dif- 
= fer from me in the Handling of ſome doctrines 
| of grace, in which, I perſuade my ſelf, we 
| agree in the main, ſhould greedily take. up 
” ſuch reports, and ſpread them, in order to 
| render my cbaracter odious among men. It 
þ 


[i would have been much more to their honour 
ſ aud reputation, if they bad taken another 
j method. As Iam defirous of defending the ili 
| doctrines of grace to the utmoſt of my ability, | 
both from the pulpit and the preſs, ſo I 
would be concerned to adorn them by my life 


Ch 


= and converſation. I am conſcious to my ſelf | 
=_ of the corruptions of my own heart, of which | 


Tam more afraid, than of all the men on 
carth, ar devils in hell; but J truft that 
the God of all grace, who has hitherta been 
| with me, will keep me from falling, and 
| 3 : & > - | | 
1 preſerve me ſafe to his 2verlaſting kingdom 
= and glory. And to conclude, in imitation of 
5 my Lord, and agreeable to tbe enſuing ſub- 
_ 17:4, I would pray for them that reproach 
_ cd viliß me, ſaying, Father, forgive 
_ them, for they know not what they do. 


1 Con. 


Co 


1 Cox. xiv. 18. former Part. 
I hat is it then ? I will pray with 
the Spirit, and will pray with 
the under flanding alſo. 


which were there fomented and 
kept up on account of their mini- 


gers z ſome being for Paul, ſome for Apollo, 


and others for Cephas, and to remove ſome ir- 
regular practices from among them, which 
were either openly avowed or connived at by 
them ; ſuch as continuing a wicked perſon in 
their communion, going to law with one ano- 
ther before Heathen magiſtrates, and the diſ- 
orderly attendance of many of them at the 
Lord's table. The apoſtle having finiſhed this 
part of his deſign, does, in the zwelfth chap- 
ter, largely infiſt on the ſubje& of ſpiritual 

B gifts; 
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10 A Diſcourſe on Prqer. 


gifts; where he gives an account of the di- 
verſity of them, of their author, and of their 
various uſefulneſs in the church af Chriſt; 
for which reaſon he exhorts the members of 
this church to cover them earnęſily, though he 
would not have them depend on them, ſince 
they are not ſaving. In the thirteenth chapter, 
he prefers charity or love to them, and ſhews, 
that without this they are uſeleſs and unpro- 
fitable to thoſe who have them. In this four- 
teenth chapter, he preſſes them to follow after 
charity, and defire ſpiritual gifts, but rather, 
ſays he, that ye may propheſy. He proves, by 
many arguments, and eſpecially by that taken 
trom edification, that propheſying in a known 
language, in the mother tongue, which is un- 
derſtood by the people, is preferable to the gift 
of ſpeaking in an unknown language, not un- 
derſtood by the people, and fo unedifying to 
them. It is evident, that by propheſying, he 
means not only preaching, but praying, ſince 
he inſtances in it, and argues, in the words 
preceding my text, thus: For i I pray in an 
unknown tongue, my ſpirit prayeth, hut my un- 
derſtanding is unfruitful, h. e. when I pray in 
an unknown language, being under the inſpi- 
= ration of the Spirit of God, I make uſe of that 
= extraordinary gift which he has beſtowed upon 
me, and my own ſpirit is indeed refreſhed by 
Cs it: But what J my ſelf conceive, underſtand, 
* and expreſs, is uſeleſs and unprofitable to o- 
= thers, who.do not underſtand the language in 
= which 
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A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 11 YE 
which I pray; therefore, ſays he, in the words 1 
of my text, What is it tben? What is to be 
done in this caſe? What is moſt prudent and 
adviſeable? What is moſt eligible and deſire- 
able? Muſt I not pray with the Spirit at all? z 
Shall I not make uſe of that extraordinary gift 8 
which the Spirit has beſtowed upon me? Shall 
I entirely neglect it, and lay it aſide? No, 1 
will pray with the Spirit; I will make uſe of = 
the gift I have; but then it ſhall be in ſuch a 1 
way and manner, as that I ſhall be underſtood 3 
by others, I will pray with the underſtanding 
alſo. In theſe words may be conſtder'd, | 


I. The work and buſineſs of prayer, which 
the apoſtle reſolved in the ſtrength of 
Chriſt, and, by the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, 
to be found in the performance of, I will 
pray, &c. | | 

II. The manner in which he is deſirous 
of performing this duty with the Spirit, 
and with the underſtanding alſo. | 


I. I ſhall conſider the work and buſineſs of 
prayer, which the apoſtle reſolved, in the 
ſtrength of Chriſt, and by the aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit, to be found in the performance of. It 

will not be amiſs, under this head, to enquire 
into the object of prayer, the ſeveral parts of 
it, and its different kinds. I ſhall begin, 

1. With the object of prayer, which is not 
any mere creature. Prayer is a part of reli- 

B 2 gious 


[ | 


12 A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 
gious worſhip, which is due to God only. To 
ddreſs a creature in ſuch a ſolemn manner is 
idolatry. This is a ſin the Gentiles have been 
-notoriouſly guilty of, who have paid their de- 
voirs this way, both to animate and inanimate 
creatures. The idolatrous Heathen is thus 
deſcribed by the prophet* ; He maketh a god 
his graven image; be falleth down unto it, and 
woorſhippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and ſaith, 
Deliver me, for thou art my god. Such a pra- 
Rice as this, is an argument of great ignorance 
and ſtupidity ; © They. have no knowledge, that 
ſet up the wood of their graven image, and pray 
unto a god that cannot ſave. Tis no wonder 
that their prayers ſhould be in vain, fince 
their idols are filver and gold, the work of mens 
bands: They have mouths, but they ſpeak not; 
eyes have they, but they ſee not; they have ears, 
but they hear not. They are inſenſible of the 
wants of their votaries, and unable to help 
them; they are not in a capacity to give them 
the leaſt relief, or beſtow the leaſt temporal 
mercy on them : © Are there any among the va- 
nities of the Gentiles that can cauſe rain? or 
can the heavens give ſhowers ? Art not thou he, 
O Lord, our God? therefore we will wait upon 


thee; for tbou haſt made all theſe things. The 


2 What the Heathens pray'd to their Gods for, and what rites 
and ceremonies they uſed in prayer, ſee Alex. ab Alex, Genial 
Drerum, l. 4. c. 17. 

b Iſai. xliv. 17. 
* Jer, xiv. 23. 


Lb e. Alu, 10. Ft 4, 5, 6. 
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A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 13 
Papiſis ha ve followed the Pagans in their ido- 
latrous prayers * to angels, the virgin Mary, 
and other ſaints departed, and even to many 
that were not ſaints; but it may be ſaid to 
them, what Eliphaz ſaid to Fob s, in another 
caſe ; Call now, if there be any that will an- 
 fiwer thee; and to which of the ſaints wilt thou 
turn? | 
God only is, and ought to be the object of 
prayer. My prayer, ſays David, ſhall be wnto . 
the God of my life. God has a right to this 
part of worſhip from us, as he is the God of 
our lives, in whom we live, 'move, and have 
our being ; who grants us life and favour, and 
whoſe | viſitation preſerves ' our ſpirits, who 
daily follows us with his goodneſs, and loads 
us with his benefits; to whom we are obliged 
for every mercy, and on whom the whole ſup- 
port and continuance of our beings depend; 
and we are under greater obligation ſtill, as 
well as have greater encouragement, to addreſs 
the throne of his grace, as he is the God of all 
race, who has bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings, in heavenly places, in Chriſt Jeſus; 
all which may aſſure us, that his eyes are up- 
on us, his ears are open to our cries, that he 
has both a heart and a hand to help and relieve 
us; he is a God that hears and anſwers prayer, 


to whom all fleſh ſhall come, who are ſenſible 


f Vid. Roman. Breviar, 5 Job v. 1, n Þſal. 
xlii. 8. 
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cob, Seek ye me in vain. 


the Deity i, which are neither more nor fewer 


14 A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 
of their need of him, and dependance upon 
bim; his arm is not ſhorcen'd, that it cannot 
ſave, nor his ear heavy that it cannot hear; 
nor did he ever ſay to any of the ſeed of Ja- 


Though the Lord our God is but one Lord, 
there is but one God, which, with the ſcrip- 
tures, we aſſert, in oppoſition to the polytheiſm 
of the Gentiles, who had gods many, and lords 
many; yet there is a plurality of Perfons in 


than Three, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, which Three are One; the Fa- 
ther is God, the Word is God, and the Holy 
Ghoſt is God; and yet there are not three 
Gods, but one God. Though the Perſons in 
the Godhead are more than One, yet the God- 
head it ſelf is fingle and undivided. Now God 
in either and each of the three divine Perſons; 
may be pray'd unto. Ir 1s lawful for us to ad- 

dreſs in prayer either God the Father, or God 
the Son, or God the Holy Ghoſt diſtinctly, 
though not any of them to the excluſion of the 
others. This I mention, to diſentangle the 
minds of ſome, who may have ſome ſcruples 
and heſitations about praying ta the diſtinct 
Perſons in the Deity. Now it is eaſy to ob- 
ſerve, that there are petitions directed to each 
of the three Perſons diſtintly ; of which I 


* See my Doctrine of the Trinity ſtated and vindicated, c. 
C, 2. p. 25, Se, 


': = ſhall 


. A Drſcourſe on Prayers Tg 
ſhall give ſome few inſtances from the ſerips 


tures. 1 75 1 
God the Father is ſometimes fingly and di- 
ſtinctly prayed unto, though not to the exclu- 


ſion of the Son or Spirit. It would be too te- 


dious to reckon up all the inſtances of chis 
kind: The epiſtle ro the Epbeſians will furniſh 
us with a ſufficient number to our purpoſe; 
In one place, the apoſtle ſays to them z A 
ceaſe not to give thanks for you, making mem 
of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord 


Feſus Chrift, the Father of glory, may give uo 


you the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation in the 


knowledge of bim; where God the Father ig 


prayed unto, as diſtinct from the Lord Jefus 
Chriſt, whoſe God and Father he is, and di- 
ſtin& from the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, 
who as ſuch is prayed for. And, in another 
place, he ſays, ' For this cauſe I bm ny knees 


unto the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſ. 


that he would grant you, according to the riches 


of his glory, to be firengthened with might, by. 


hs Spirii in the inner man, that Chriſt may 
dwell in your hearts by faith; in which paſlage 
God the Father is addreſſed, as the object of 
prayer, diſtin from Chriſt and the Spirit; the 
former of which he deſires might dwell in 
their hearts by faith, and that they might be 
ſtrengthen'd by the latter in their inner man. 
If theſe inſtances were not ſufficient, others 


* Eph, i. 16, 17, 1 Chap. iii. 14, 16, 1). 
might 
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16 A Diſcourſe an Prayer. | 
might be produced; but about God the Fa- 


cher's being the object of prayer, there Is no 


queſtion nor heſitation. 
God the Son, the Lord Teſus Chriſt, may 


be diſtinctly prayed unto, of which are many 


inſtances in ſeripture. Sometimes he is pray- 
ed unto in conjunction with his Father, as ap- 
pears from all thoſe paſſages in the epiſtles *, 
where grace and peace are deſired from God a 
Father, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt; and from 
many others, ſuch as theſe: Now God him- 
ſelf, and our Father, and our Lord Feſus, direct 


our way unto you; and the Lord, h. e. the Lord 


Jeſus, make you fo increaſe and abound in love 
one towards another, and towards all men, even 
as we do towards you ; and, in another place, 
* Now our Lord Feſus Chrif himſelf, and God, 
even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath 
given us everlaſting conſolation and good hope, 

through grace, comfort your hearts, and ſtabli 72 
you in every good word and work. Sometimes 
Chriſt is prayed unto ſingly and alone; as by 
Stephen at the time of his death, when he 
prayed, ſaying, ? Lord Feſus receive my ſpirit : 
By the apoſtle Pauls, when he had 4 thorn 
in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him; 
for this, ſays he, I beſought the Lord thrice, 


x Rom. i 7. 1 Cor. 28 2 Cor, i. 2, Gal. i 3. Eph. i. 2. Phil. 
d. 2. Col. i. 2. 1 Thefl, i, 1. 2 Thel. i. 2. 1 Tim. i. 2. 2 Tim. i. 2. 
Tit. 3. 3. Philem, ver. 3. 2 John v. 3. Rev. i. 3, . 1 Theſſ. 
12. 2 Thell. ii. 16, 17. Acts vii. 59. 
2 2 Cor, xii 8, 9. . 

b. e. 


A- Diſcourſe on Prayer. 17 
b. r. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as appears from the 
context, that it might depart from me: And be 
ſaid unto me, my grace is ſufficient for thee ; 
for my ſtrengtbh is made perfect in weakneſs, 
Moſt gladly therefore will T rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Chriſt may reſt 
upon me. By the apoſtle John, when Chriſt 
ſaid to him, Surely I come quickly, he replies, 
Amen, even ſo, come, Lord Feſus. And by 
many others; ſuch as thoſe mentioned by 
Ananias'to Chriſt, when he bid him ariſe, and 
go to Saul, © Lord, ſays he, T have heard by 
many of this man, how much evil he hath done 
te thy ſaints at Jeruſalem; and here he hath 
authority from the chief prieſts to bind all that 
call on thy nume. 

God the Holy Ghoſt may be alſo prayed un- 
to, as he is ſometimes ſingly and alone, and as 
diſtin from the Father and the Son, The 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and 
into the patient waiting for Chriſt. By the 
Lord, J underſtand the Lord the Spirit, whoſe 
work it is, to direct the hearts of believers in- 
to the love of God, and to ſhed it abroad in 
their hearts, who is manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed 
in this petition from God the Father, into 
whole love, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
into a patient waiting for of whom, the hearts 
of the ſaints are deſired to be directed by him. 
Sometimes he is prayed unto diſtinctly, in 


Rev. xxii. 20. Adds ix. 14. 1 Thall ii. 3. 
8 con- 


\ * 
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conjunction with the other two Perſons, asby 
the apoſtle Paul; The grace of the Lord Jeſus 


Cbriſt, and the love of God, and the communion 
of. the Holy Ghoſt, be wwtth.you all; Amen. And 
by the apoſtle Fohn; Grace be unto: you, 
and peace, from him which 45; and which was, 
and which.1s to come; and from the ſeven ſpirits 
which. are before his. thrane, and from Feſus 
Chriſt, who is the faithful Witneſs, By the. 
ſeven ſpirits, cannot be meant angels; for it 
cannot be thought that they, being creatures, 
ſhould be put upon a level with the divine Be- 
ing, and be with him addreſſed in ſuch a ſo- 

lemn manner; but by them we are to under- 
ſtand the Holy Spirit of God, who is ſo called 
either in alluſion to T/az. xi. 2. or on account; 
of the ſeven churches of Alia, ro whom Jobn 

wrote by. his dictates, or to denote the per- 
fection and fulneſs of his gifts and graces. 
Now though each divine Perſon may be 
ſingly and diſtinctly addreſſed in prayer, and 
all Three together being the one God, be con- 
ſider d as the object of it; yet, according to 
the order of the Perſons in the Deity, and 
ſuitably to their ſeveral and diſtinct parts, 
which they, by agreement, take in the affair 
of man's ſalvation, God the Father, the firſt 
Perſon, is generally addreſſed as the object of 
prayer, though not to the excluſion of the Son 
and Spirit: Chriſt is the Mediator, by whom 
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A Diſcourſe on Prayer, 19 
dye draw nigh to God; and the Holy Ghoſt is 
the Enditer of our prayers, and who aſſiſts in 
the putting of them up unto him 

The firſt Perſon is uſually addreſſed in prayer 
under the character of a Father, and as our 
Father; ſo Chriſt taught his diſciples to pray, 
* Our Father which art in heaven, &c. and he 
is to be conſidered in this relation to us, either 
as the Father of our ſpirits, the Author of our 
beings, by whom we are provided for, ſup- 
plied, and ſupported in them. In'this manner 
the church in Jaiab's time applied ro him, 
ſaying, But now, O Lord, thou art our Fas 
ther ; we are the clay, and thou our potter, and 
we are all the work of thy band. Be not wroth 
very fore, O Lord, neither remember iniguity 

or ever: behold, fee, we befeech thee,” we are 
all thy people. Or he may be confidered as the 
Father or Author of our mercies, temporal 
and ſpiritual, which he, in a kind and gra- 
cious manner, beſtows on us, through Chriſt; 
and that as the Father of Chriſt, and as our 
God and Father in Chriſt. In this view the 
apoſtle addreſſes him, when he ſays, Bleſſed 
be God, even the Father of our Lord Yeſus 
Chriſt, the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort, And, in another place, Blefſjed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
= /cfings in heavenly places in Chriff, Now 
W theſe ſeveral conſiderations furniſh out ſo ma- 
, * Matt. vi, 9. J Ifai, Ixiv. 8, 9. 2 Cor. i. 3. * Eph. i. 3. 
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ny reaſons and arguments to induce and en- 


courage us to apply to him, who is the God. o 
all grace, and is both able and willing to ſupply 
our need according to his riches in glory by Chrif 


Tala 


The ſecond Perſon, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is both God and man, 1s the Mediator be- 
tween God and man. God, abſolutely conſi- 
dered, is a conſuming ire; there is no ap- 


proaching to him as creatures, and eſpecially 


as ſinful creatures. Job was ſenfible of this, 
when he ſaid, He is not a man as 1 am, that 
T ſhould anſwer him, and wwe ſhould come toge- 
ther in judgment ; neither is there any days-man 
betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us 
both, Now Chriſt is the Days-man, the Me- 
diator, the middle Perſon, who has opened a 
way for us to God, even a new and living way, 
which be hath conſecrated for us, through the 
vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh e. He himſelf is 
the way, the truth, .and the life ; he is the way 
of acceſs to God ; through him we, both Jews 
and Gentiles, have an acceſs, by one Spirit, un. 
10 the Father; he is the way of acceptance 
with God ; our perſons are accepted in the be- 
loved, and our ſpiritual ſacriſices of prayer and 
praiſe are acceptable to God by Feſus Chriſt : 

The prayers of the ſaints are called odours *; 

they are of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour to God, 
which is owing to the mediation of Chriſt, the 


d Job ix. 32, 33. © Heb. x. 20. John xiv. 6. Eph. ii. 18. 
and 1, 6, 1 Pet. ii. 5, 4 Rev. v. 8. and viii. 3, 4 


2 Angel 
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Angel of God's preſence, - who ſtands conti- 
nually at the golden altar before the throne, with 
a golden cenſer in his hand, to whom is given 
much incenſe, with which he offers tbe prayers 
of all ſaints, and which makes them a ſweet 
odour to God. Our encouragements to prayer, 
and to-the exerciſe of grace in that duty, are 
chiefly taken from, and our pleas for the bleſ- 
ſings of grace, are founded on the Perſon, 
blood, righteouſneſs, ſacrifice, and interceſſion - 
of Chriſt. Seeing then, ſays the apoſtle ©, that 
' ave have a great High Prieſt, that is paſſed in- 
to the heavens, Feſus the Son of God, let us hold. 
faſt our profeſſion : For we have not an High 
Prieſt which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without fin, Let us tbere- 
fore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. And, in another place, he exhorts 
and encourages to this work in much the ſame 
manner; Having, ſays he, an High Prieft 
over the houſe of God, let us draw near with a 
true heart, in full. aſſurance of faith, having 
our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and 
our bodies waſhed with pure water. 

The third Perſon, the Holy Spirit, takes 
his part, and has a peculiar place in this work; 
he is the Author of prayer, the Enditer of it, 
who forms it in our hearts, creates breathings, 


© Heb, iv. 14, 15, 16. Ib. chap, x. 21, 22. 
and 


1 
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and deſires after ſpiritual things, ftirs us up ta 
prayer, and aſſiſts in it. Hence he is called, 
s The Spirit of grace and of ſupplications; both 
the gift and grace of prayer come from him; 
he informs us of our wants, acquaints us with 
our neceſſities, teaches us, both in what man- 
ner, and for what we ſhould pray; for what 


is moſt ſuitable for us, and agreeable to the 


will of God to beftow on us, and helps us un- 
der all our infirmities in prayer, which is ob- 
ſerved by the apoſtle, for the uſe, inſtruction, 
and comfort of believers, when he ſays “, 
Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities; 

or we know not what we ſhould pray for as we. 
ought ; but the Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſion 
or us with groanings which cannot be uttered ; 
and he that ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth what 
is the mind of the Spirit, becauſe he maketh in- 
tercgſton for the ſaints, according to the will of 
God. As Chriſt is our Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, pleads our cauſe, and makes interceſſion 
at the right hand of God far the acceptation 
of our perſons and prayers, ſo the Holy Spirit 
is our Advocate within us; he makes inter- 
ceſſion for us in our own hearts; he putsſtrength 
into us; he fills our mouths with arguments, 
and enables us to plead with God. Chriſt is 
the Mediator, through whom, and the Spirit, 
the Aſſiſter, by whom we have acceſs to the 
Father. God, as the God of all grace, kindly 


Zech. xii, 10. n Rom, viii, 26, 27. 
invites 


A: Diſcourſe on Prayer. 3 
invites us to himfelf, Chriſt, the Mediator, 
gives us boldneſs; and the Spirit of grace, free- 
dom and liberty in our acceſs unto him; and 
this is what the ſcriptures call praying with 
all prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, and 
praying in the Holy Ghoſt. But of this more 
hereafter. I proceed, | [£13 $8 
2. To conſider the ſeveral parts of prayer, 
in which I do not deſign to prefcribe any pre- 
ciſe form of praying, but to obſerve to you 
the method and matter of it, whieh may ſerve 
to direct and aſſiſt you in it. It is proper tos 
begin this work with a celebration and adora- 


bu. 


tion of ſome one or more of the divine per- 


fections, which will at once have a tendency! 
do ſtrike our minds with a proper ſenſe of the 
divine Majeſty, glorify him, and encourage 
us in our ſupplications to him; all which is 
highly neceſſary in our entrance on it. All 
the perfections of God are inſtructive. to us in 
this work, and ſerve to influence our minds 
and affections towards him, command our fear 
and reverence of him, engage our faith in him, 
ſtrengthen our dependance on him; and raiſe 
in us expectations of receiving good things 
from him. The greatneſs, glory, power, and 
majeſty of God, the holineſs, purity, and righ- 
teouſneſs of his nature, oblige us to an humble 
fubmiſſion to him, and reverential awe of him. 
The conſideration of his love, grace, mercy, 


i Eph: vi. 18. Jude, ver, 20. 
and 
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24 A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 
and goodneſs, will not ſuffer his dread to male 
us afraid. We learn from his omniſcience, 
that he knows not only our perſons, but our 
wants, and what is moſt ſuitable for us, when 
the moſt convenient ſeaſon, and which the beſt 
way and manner to beſtow it on us. It can be 
no ſmall ſatisfaction to us, that a things are 
naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom 
we have to do; the thoughts of our hearts are 
not hid from him; the ſecret ejaculations of 
our minds are known to him; the breathings 
and defires of our ſouls are before him; he un- 
derſtands the language of a ſigh and groan ; 
and when we:chatter lite a'crane or à ſwallow, 
it does not paſs unobſer ved by him. His om- 
nipotence aſſures us that nothing is too hard 
for him, or impoſſible to him; that he is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think; that we can't be in ſuch a low eſtare, 
or diſtreſſed condition, or attended with ſuch 
ſtreights and difficulties ; but he is able to re- 
lieve, deliver, and ſave us. We conclude from 
his omnipreſence, that he fills the heavens and 
the earth; that he is in all places, at all times; 
that he is @ God at hand, and a God afar off ; 
that he is near unto us, where-ever we are, 
ready to aſſiſt us, and will be @ very preſent 
help in trouble. His immutability in his coun- 
ſel, and faichfulneſs in his covenant, yield the 
heirs of promiſe ſtrong conſolation. Theſe give 
us reaſon to believe that not one of the good 


things which the Lord has promiſed ſhall ever 
N fail; 


A. Diſcourſe on Prayer. 25 


bas: chat what he has ſaid, he will do; and 
what he has either purpoſed or promiſed, he 
will bring to paſs: He will not ſaffer his faiths 


fulneſs 72 fail; his covenant he will not break, 


nor alter the thing. that is gone out of his lips. 
You ſee that the notice of theſe things is ne- 
ceſſary, both for the glory of God and our 
on comfort. It is alſo very proper, when 
we beg in our addreſs to God, to make mention 
of ſome one or more of his names and titles, 
as Jehovah, Lord, God, Cc. and of the rela- 
tions he ſtands in to us; not only as the God 
of nature, the Author of our beings, the Do- 
nor of our mercies, and the Preſerver of our 
lives, but as the God of grace; the Father of 
Chriſt, and our Covenant-God, and Father 
in Chriſt. After this manner our Lord directed 
his diſciples to pray, yigg, Our Fatber which 
art in heaven, &. 

In the next place; it highly noe us 0 
acknowledge our meanneſs and unworthineſs, 


to make confeſſion of our ſins and tranſ- 


greſſions, and pray for the freth diſcoveries and 
manifeſtations of pardoning love and grace. 


When we enter into the divine preſence, and 


take upon us to ſpeak unto the Lord, we ſhould 
own with Abraham *, that we are but duſt and 
aſhes ; and with Jacob, that we are not wor- 
thy of the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all the 
— which God has ſhewed unto us. Cohfeſ- 


* Gen. xviii. 27, Chap. xxxii. 10. 
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36 A Diſcourſe on Prayer. 
ſion of fin, both of our natures and of our lives, 
is a very proper and neceſſary part of this work. 
This has been the practice of the ſaints in all 
ages; as of David, which appears from his 
own words ®; I acknowledge my fin unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid: I ſaid, T will 
confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord, and thou 


forgaveſt the iniquity of my fin. So Daniel, 


when he er his face unto the Lord God, to ſeek 
by prayer and ſupplications, made confeſſion 
both of his own and of the fins of others; 1 
prayed unto the Lord my God, ſays he", and 
made my confeſſion, and ſaid, O Lord, the great 
and dreadful God, keeping the covenant, and 
mercy to them that love him, and to them that 
keep his commandments. We have finned and 
committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and 
have rebelled, even by departing from thy pre- 
cepts, and from thy judgments; neither have 
we hearken'd unto thy ſervants the prophets, 
which ſpake in thy name to our kings, our princes, 
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 
And the apoſtle John, for the encouragement 
of believers in this part of the duty of prayer, 
fays „ If we confeſs our fins, he, h. e. God, is 
juſt and faithful to forgive us our fins, and to 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs : Nor that 
confeſſion of fin is either the procuring cauſe, 
or means, or condition of pardon, and clean- 
e ® Pſal, xxxii. 5. Dar. It. 4, 5, 6. 2 $3 John 
i. 9. 


2 ſing, 
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fing, which are both owing to the blood. of 
Chriſt ; in juſtice and faithfulneſs to 12 
and him that ſhed it, God forgives the fins o 
his people, and cleanſe; them from them; but 
the deſign of the apoſtle is to ſhew that fin is 
in the ſaints, and is committed by them, and 
that confeſſion of fin is right and acceptable in 
the ſight of God; and, to animate and encou- 
rage them to it, he takes notice of the juſtice 
and faithfulneſs of God in pardoning and 
cleanſing his people, through the blood of 
Chriſt, which, as he had a lictle before obſer- 
ved, cleanſeth from all ſin. Nay, we are not 
only to make confeſſion of ſin in prayer, but 
to pray for the pardon and forgiveneſs of it. 
(Chriſt directed his diſciples to this part of their 
duty, when he bid them pray after this man- 
ner ; Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our. 
debtors, This has been the conſtant. practice 
of the ſaints, as of Moſes * ; O Lord, let my 
Lord, I pray thee, go among/t us, and pardon 
our iniquity and our fin, and take us for thine 
inheritance. Of Davide; For thy names ſake, 
O Lord, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great. 
Yea, he ſays to the Lord, For this, ſhall every 
one that is godly pray unto thee, in a time when, 
thou mayeſt be found. And of Daniel“, 0 
Lord, hear ; O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hear- 
ken and do, defer not, for thine own ſake, O my 


Matt. vi. 12, 4 Exod. xxxiv. 9. 7 Plal, xxv. 11. 
Pal. xxxii. 6. © Dan. 1y, 19. 
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God for thy city and thy people are called by 
thy name, Now it ought to be obſerved, that 


very frequently when the ſaints pray, either 


for the forgiveneſs of their own, or others fins, 
their meaning is, that God would, in a pro- 
vidential way, deliver them out of preſent di- 
ſtreſs, remove his affficting hand, which lies 
heavy on them, or avert ſuch judgments which 
ſeem to hang over their heads, and very much 
threaten them; which, when he does, is an 
indication of his having pardoned chem. We 
are to underſtand many petitions of Moſes u, 
Tp: Solomon , and others, in this ſenſe ? 
Beſides, when believers now pray for the par- 
don of ſin, their meaning is not that the blood 


of Chriſt ſhould be ſhed again for the remiſſion 


of their fins, or that any new act of pardon 
ſhould ariſe in God's mind, and be paſſed by 
him, but that they might have the ſenſe, the 
manifeſtation, and application of pardoning 
grace to their ſouls. We are not to imagine, 
rhat as often as the ſaints ſin, repent, confeſs 
their ſins, and pray for the fargiveneſs of them, 
that God makes and paſſes new acts of pardon; 
for he has, by one eternal and cohiplebe, act 
of grace; in the view of his Son's blood and 
facrifice, freely and fully forgiven all the treſ- 
paſſes of his choſen ones, all their fins-paſt, 
preſent, and to come; but whereas bey holy 


v Fx0d, xxxii. 32. Numb. xiv 19, 20. FR Job v vii. an 


a a viii, 30, 34 36, 39, Fe 3 0 
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fin againſt God, grieve his Spirit, and wound 
their own conſciences, they have need of the 


freſh ſprinklings of the blood of Jeſus, and of 
renewed manifeſtations of pardon to their 
ſouls, and it is both their duty and intereſt to 


attend the throne of grace on this account. 
Another part and branch of prayer lies in 


putting up petitions to God for good things, 


temporal and ee mercies, the bleſſings 
of nature and of grace. As we ought to live 
in a dependance on divine providence, ſo we 
ſhould daily pray for the common ſuſtenance 
of our bodies, the comfort, ſupport, and pre- 
ſervation of our lives; as our Lord has taught 


us, ſaying , Give us this day our daily bread. 


Our requeſts in this way ought, indeed, to be 
frequent, but not large; we ſhould not ſeek 
great things for our ſelves. Agur's prayer * is 


a proper copy for us to follow; Two things, 


ſays he to the Lord, have I required of thee, 
deny me them not before I die; remove far from 


me vanity and lies: Give me neither poverty 


nor riches ; feed me with foad convenient for me, 
leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, who is the 
Lord? or leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the 
name of my God in vain. The ſpiritual bleſ- 
lings we ſhould aſk for, are ſuch as God has 


laid up in the covenant of grace, which is 


ordered in all tbings, and ſure, Chriſt has pro- 


cured by his blood, the goſpel is a revelation 


J Matt, vi. 11. Prov. xxx. 7, 8, 9. 
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of, and the Spirit of God makes interceffion 
for in our own hearts, according to the will 
of God; for theſe things we ſhould pray in 
faith, nothing wavering for this is the con- 
fedence that we have in him, h. e. God, that if 
we ask any thing according to his will, he bear- 
erb us; and if we know that he hear us, what- 
- foever we ast, we know that we have the peti- 
tions that we defired of him. When we pray 
for ſpecial mercies, ſpiritual bleſſings, ſuch as 
gonverting grace for unconverted friends and 
relations, we ought to pray in ſubmiſſion to 
the ſecret will of God. 
- Thankſgiving for mercies received, is another 
thing which we ſhould not be forgetful of at 
the throne of grace; In every thing, by prayer 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, ſays the | 
apoſtle *, let your requeſts be made known to God, 
As we have always mercies to pray for, ſo 
likewiſe to return thanks for; it becomes us 
to continue in prayer ©, for conſtant ſupplies 
from heaven, and to watch in the ſame with 
' thankſgiving, h. e. to wait for the bleſſings we 
have been praying for; and when we have re- 
ceived them, to watch far a proper opportu- 
nity, and make uſe of it, to er the ſacrifice 
of praiſe to God, that. is, the fruit of our lips, 
giving thanks to his name, When this part is 
neglected, it is highly reſented. by. the Lord ; 
as appears from the caſe of che ten lepers *, 


James i. C. 1 John v. 14, 15. d Phil, iv. 6. © Col, 


iv. 2. Luke xvii, 15, 16, 17, | ad 


when 
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when one of them ſaw that he was healed, turn- 
ed back, and with a loud woice glorified God, 
and fell dofon on his face at his feet, giving him 
thanks : And he was a Samaritan; upon which 
our Lord ſays, Were there not ten cleanſed? but 
where are the nine? there are not found that 
returned to give glory to God, ſave this ſtran- 

er. 
: Before we conclude the exerciſe of this duty, 
it is proper to deprecate ſuch evils from us, 
which are either upon us, or we know we are 
liable to, or may befal us; ſuch as the tempra- 
tions of Satan, the ſnares of the world, the 
diſtreſſes of life, public calamities, &c. This 
was in part practiſed by Daniel: O Lord, ſays 
he ©, according to all thy righteouſneſs, I heſeech 
thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away 
from thy city Jeruſalem, thy holy mountain; be- 
cauſe for our fins, and for the iniquities of our 


fathers, Jeruſalem and 105 people are become 


reproach to all that are about us. And this is 
intimated by Chriſt to his diſciples, in that ex- 
cellent directory of prayer he gave them, part 
of which was this; Lead us not into tempta- 
lion, but deliver us from evil. 

At the cloſe of this work of prayer, it is 
neceſſary to make uſe of doxologies, or aſcrip- 
tions of glory to God; as we begin with God, 
we ſhould end with him; as in the entrance 
on this duty, we aſcribe greatneſs to him, ſo 


Dan. ix, 16. f Matt, vi. 13, 
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at che concluſion of it we ſhould aſcribe glory 
to him. Such an aſcription of glory to God, 
we find, was uſed by Chriſt at the end of the 
prayer he taught his diſciples; in this manner; 
s Thine is the kingdom; and the power, and the 
glory. By. the apoſtle Paul in this form; 
Unto him, h. e. God, be. glor 7 in the church; 
by Chriſt Feſius, throughout all ages, world with- 
out end. And in another place thus; Now 
unto the King, eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only ww1iſe God, be honour and glory, for ever and 
ever. By the apoſtle Jude in theſe words * ; 
New unto him that is able to keep yon from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before. the 
preſence of his glory, with exceeding joy; to the 
only wife God our Saviour, be glory and majeſty; 
dominion and power, both now d ever. And 
by the apoſtle. John after this manner ; Unto 
him that hath oed us; and waſhed us from our 

ns in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
prieſts unto God and his Father; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Theſe, and 
ſuch-like aſcriptions of glory to God, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, are neceſſary at the finiſhing 

of our ſupplications, ſince the mercies and 
bleflings we have been either petitioning, or 
returning thanks for, come from him; belides, 
they ſerve to ſhew forth the praiſes of God, 
and to expreſs. our ſenſe of gratitude to him, 
85 6 Matt. vi. 13. 5 Eph. in. 21. i Tim. i. 17. 
& Jude, der. 24, 2 F. ! Rev. 1 i, 5, 6. 


Or 
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sur dependance upon him, and our expectation 
of receiving good things from him. \ 

The whole of this exerciſe of prayer ſhould 
be concluded with pronouncing the word 
Amen, as a teſtification of our hearty aſſent to 
what we have expreſſed, and of our ſincere 
deſires and wiſhes, that what we have been 
praying for might be accompliſhed, and of 
our full and firm perſwaſion and aſſured belief 
that God is able, willing, and faithful to perform 
all that he has promiſed, and give whatſoever 
we have been aſking of him, according to his 
will. But J proceed, Wh: 

3. To conſider the ſeveral ſorts and kinds of 
prayer, or the various diſtributions into which | 
it may be made; or the different views in which 

it may be conſidered. | 5 

Prayer may be conſidered either as mental x 
or vocal. Mental prayer is what is only con= ={ 
ceived in the mind; it conſiſts of ſecret ejacu- 
lations in the heart, which are not expreſſed 
with an audible andarticulate voice. Such was the 
prayer of Hannah, of whom it is ſaid *, that as 
ſhe continued praying before the Lord, that Eli 
marked her mouth. Now Hannah ſhe pale in | 
her heart, only her lips moved; but ber voice 'Y 
was not heard, therefore Eli thought ſhe had been 
drunken. Vocal prayer is that which, being 
conceived and formed in the heart, is expreſſed 
by the tongue, in words, with an audible and 
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. articulate voice, fo as to be heard and under 
ſtood. This the prophet intends, when he 
ſays , Take with you words, and turn unto the 

Tord, ſay unto him, Take away all iniquity, and 
receive us graciouſly; ſo will we render the 
calves of our lips. 

Again, prayer may be conſidered either as 
private or public. Private prayer is that which 
is either performed in the family, by the head 
or maſter of it, the reſt joining with him in it, 
or by a ſociety of Chriſtians in a private houſe, 
or by a ſingle perſon, in ſecret and alone; 
concerning which Chriſt gives theſe directions 
and inſtructions : When thou prayeſt, ſays he, 
thou ſhalt not be as the hypocrites are ; for they. 
love to pray ſtanding in the ſynagogues, and in 
the corners of the ſtreets, that they may be ſeen of i 
men; verily, I ſay unto you, they have their 
reward. But thou, when thou prayeſt, enter 
into thy cloſet ; and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, 
pray to thy Father, awhich is in ſecret, and thy 
Father, which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 
openly. Public prayer is what 1s uſed in the 
houſe of God, which is therefore called, an 
houſe of prayer; where the people of God meet 

together, and, with the other parts of divine, 
public, and focial worſhip, perform this. The 
firſt Chriſtians, in the early days of the goſpel, 
are commended, among other things, for their 


continuing ſtedfaHy in prayers, h. e. in public ; 


1 | " Hoſe xiv, a * Matt, vi, 5, 6. P Iſai. lvi. 7. 
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prayers a; they conſtantly met where prayer 
was wont to be made; and God was pleaſed to 
give a ſignal teſtimony of his approbation of 
this their practice; for, at a certain time, 
" when they had prayed, the place was ſhaken, 
where they were aſſembled together ; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and they 
habe the word of God with boldneſs. | 

Once more: Prayer may be conſidered ei- 
ther as extraordinary or ordinary. Extraordi- 
nary prayer is that which is made uſe of on 
particular and ſpecial occaſions; as that exer- 
ciſe of prayer, which was kept by the church 
on account of Peter's being in priſon. The 
divine hiſtorian ſays , that Peter was kept in 
priſon ; but prayer was made without ceaſing of 
the church unto God for him ; which inſtance of 
extraordinary prayer was followed with an ex- 
traordinary event; for whilſt they were pray 
ing, an angel was diſpatched from heaven, 
and looſed Peter from his bonds, who came to 
the place where the church was aſſembled, be- 
fore they had broke up their exerciſe. Such 
alſo were the prayers of the eldersof the church 
in thoſe times for the fick, which the apoſtle 
James ſpeaks of *, Is any fick among you? let 
him call for the elders of the church,” and let 
tvem pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith 

ſhall ſave the fick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe bim 


T1 Acts ii. 42. 7 Chap. iv. 3H, Chap. xii. 5. 


James v. 14, 13. 
E 2 20. 
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1p. Ordinary prayer is what is uſed in com- 
mon in the church of God, in a religious fami- 
ly, or by a ſingle perfon, at ſtared times 1 
which, with David and Daniel under the Old 
Teſtament, were three times a day *, evening, 
4 morning, andat noon ; which practice is lau- 
dauble enough to follow, provided no ſtreſs is 
| laid on the punctual performance of this duty 
at theſe preciſe times, and is not made the 
rerm and condition of our acceptance with 
God, and of our ſtanding in his favour, which 
would be to reduce us to the covenant of works, 
enſnare our ſouls, and bring us into a n of 
A | 


- 


II. I come now to conſider the manner in 
which the apoſtle was deſirous of performing 
this duty. ä 

I. With the Spirit. By the Spirit , ſome 
underſtand no more than the human breath, 
or voice; and ſuppoſe that the apoſtle's mean- 
ing is, that he would pray vocally, with an 
articulate voice, with diſtin& ſounds, ſo as to 
be underſtood: Perhaps ſome paſſages in this 
chapter, which may ſeem to favour this ſenſe, 
might encline them to it; as when the apoſtle 
obſerves , that things without life giving ſound, 


whether Pipe or harp, except bey en 4 di- 
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inction in the ſounds, how ſhall it be known 
what is piped or harped ? For if the trumpet 
rive an uncertain ſound, who ſhall prepare him 
ſelf to the battle? So likewiſe you, except ye ute 
ter by the tongue words eaſy to be underſtood, bow 
ſhall it be known what is ſpoken? for ye ſhall 
ſpeak into the air. There are, it may be, ſd 
many kinds of voices in the world, and none of 
them are without ſignification; therefore if. I 
know not the meaning of the voice, 1 ſhall be 
unto him that ſpeaketh a Barbarian ; and he that 
ſ[peaketh, a Barbarian unto me. But the apoſtle 
here, by voice and diſtinction in ſounds, does 
not intend a clear, diſtin, articulate voice, 
but the mother tongue, a known language, in | 
oppoſition to an unknown tongue and foreign 4 
language, not underſtood by the people. This 
ſenſe of the words is mean, low, and trifling, 
as well as forced and ſtrained. | | 
By the Spirit, rather is meant. the extraor- 
dinary gift of the Spirit beſtowed on the.apo- 
ſtle and others, by which they ſpoke with di- 
vers tongues, and which he determined to 
make uſe of, though in ſuch a manner, as 
to be underſtood : He would not uſe: it 
without an interpretation, This 1s the ſenſe 
I have given of it already, and is the moſt ge- 
nerally received ſenſe of interpreters, and which 
may be confirmed by the uſe of the word in 
the context; as in ver. 2. He that ſpeaketh in 
an unknown tongue, ſpheaketh not unto men, but 
Sig unto 
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unto God, for no man underſtandeth bim; hows, 
beit, in the Spirit, h. e. by exerciſing che ex- 
traordinary gift of the Spirit, he ſpeaketh my- 
frertes ; and in ver. 14. HI pray in an unknown 
tongue, my Spirit prayeth, h. e. J pray by vir- 
tue of the extraordinary gift of the Spirit be- 
ſtowed on me; but my underſtanding is un- 
fruitful; I am of no uſe and ſervice to thoſe 
that hear me. So likewiſe in ver. 16. Elſe 
when thou ſhalt bleſs with the Spirit, h. e. 
when thou giveſt thanks in an unknown tongue, 
through the gift of the Spirir, how ſhall he 
that occupieth the room of the unlearned, ſay 
Amen, at thy giving of thanks, ſeeing he under- 
Lenders not what thou ſayeſt 2 — 
There is another ſenſe of the phraſe, which 
Jam unwilling to omit, and that is this: By 
praying with * the Spirit, ſome underſtand 
the apoſtle's own ſpirit, or his praying in a 
ſpiritual way, with a ſpirit of devotion and 
fervency; and, indeed, in ſuch a manner he 


performed every part of religious worſhip and 


lervice, whether preaching or praying, or any 
thing elſe : God is my witneſs, ſays heb, whom 
T ſerve with my ſpirit, in the goſpel of his Son; 
which kind of ſervice 1s moſt agrecable to the 
nature of God *: He is @ Spirit, and they that 
worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit, and 
And it becomes us to be fervent: 


Rom. i. 9, John iv. 24. 
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in ſpirit, whilſt we are ſerving the Lord. Such 
a frame of ſoul, particularly in prayer, is moſt 
ſuitable to the work, moſt deſirable to the 
ſaints, acceptable to God, and powerful with 
him; The effectual fervent prayer of the rigb- 
teous man availeth much, 

We may be ſaid to pray with our ſpirits, 
or in a ſpiritual way, when we draw nigh to 
God with à true beart; or when we are ena- 
bled to /ift up our heart with our hands unto 
God in the heavens ; people may draw near to 
him, as the Fews of old did *; with ther. 
mouth, and with their lips, honour him, and 
yet, at the ſame time, their heart may be 
removed far from him, and their fear towards 
him, be taught by the precept of men. It is 
one thing to have the gift of prayer, and ano- 
ther to have the grace of prayer, and that in 
exerciſe; it is one thing to pray with the 
mouth, and another to pray with the heart. 
Praying in a formal, graceleſs manner, is mere 
outſide worſhip; lip labour, bodily exerciſe, 
that profiteth nothing; it is uſeleſs to men, 
and unacceptable to God, who accounts of it, 
and calls it no other than howling. Hence he 
ſays of ſome , They have not cried unto me with 
their hearts, when they bowled upon their Beds. 
Spiritual fervent prayer is, more or leſs, per- 


* James y, 16, b Iſai. xxix. 13. © Hoſea vii. 14. 
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formed in the exerciſe of the grace of faith; 
fuch who draw nigh to God with a #rue heart, 

ſhould alſo in full aſſurance of faith. The 

apoſtle James directs to prayer in this way *; 

If any of you, ſays he, lack wiſdom, let him ask 

of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 

aideth not, and it ſhall be given bim: But 

let him ask in faith, nothing wavering ; for he 

that wavereth, is like a wave of the ſea, driven 
with the wind, and toſſed; for let not that 
man think, that he ſhall receive any thing of 
the Lord. We ſhould not only have an aſſu- 
rance of faith, with reſpeC to the object whom 

we addreſs, which is abſolutely neceſſary; 
For he that cometh to God, muſt believe that he 
ic, and that he is a rewarder of them that di- 
higently ſeek him; but alſo with reſpect to the 
things we pray for, when they are ſuch which 
God has promiſed, which he has laid up in 
his covenant, put into the hands of his Son, 
and, we know, are according to his revealed 
mind and will to give; all which is conſi- 
ſtent with that reverence and godly fear, by 
which we ſerve God acceptably; with that hu- 
mility which becomes ſupplicants, and is grate- 
ful ro God, who reſiſteth the proud, but giveth 
grace to the humble ; and with that ſubmiſſion 
and refignation of our wills to his will, in 
which Chriſt is a glorious Pattern to us, when 


4 James i. 5, 6, 7. © Heb. xi. 6, 


he 


we- 
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he in prayer faid *, Father, if thou be willing, 
remove this cup from me; nevertheleſs, not my 
oil], but thine be done. In a word, when we 
pray with our ſpirits, or in a ſpiritual way, 
we not only lift up our hearts to God, and 
what we aſk for, aſk in faith, with a reveren- 
tial filial fear of the divine Majeſty; in deep 
humility of ſoul, and with an entire ſubmiſ- 


ſion to God's will; but alſo in the name and 


for the ſake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; we do 
not preſent our ſupplications to God for our 
righteouſneſſes, but for the Lord's ſake, and for 


his great mercies; we come not in our own. 


name, but in Chriſt's; we go forth not in our 


own ſtrength, but in his; we make mention of 


his 71ghteouſneſs, and of his only ; we plead the 


merits and efficacy of his blood; we bring his 
ſacrifice in the arms of our faith; we expect 
audience and acceptance upon his account 
alone; and that our petitions and requeſts will 
be heard and anſwer'd for his ſake; and we 
leave them with him, who is our Advocate 
with the Father, This may be called true, 
ſpiritual, fervent, and effectual prayer. | 
Prayer cannot be performed in ſuch a man- 
ner, without the grace, influence, and aſſi- 
ſtance of the Spirit of God. Some therefore 
think, that by the Spirit, in my text, is meant 
the Holy Spirit of God, and that praying with 


Luke xi. 42, 
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the Spirit, is the ſame which the apoſtle Fade 
calls praying in the Holy Gboſt. If we take 
the words in this ſenſe, we are not to ſuppoſe 
that when the apoſtle ſays, I will pray with 
.the Spirit, that he imagined he could pray 
with the Holy Spirit, and under his influences 
when he pleaſed ; his words muſt be conſi- 
dered only as expreflive of the ſenſe he had of 
the need of the Spirit of God in prayer, and 
of his earneſt deſires, after his gracious aſſi- 
ſtance in the performance of it. I have al- 
ready obſerved what place the Holy Ghoſt 
has in the work of prayer; he is the Author 
of it; he is the Spirit of grace and ſupplica- 


Tions; the Enditer of it, he forms it in the 


heart, the efefual fervent, eregyspim, the 
inſpired, the inwrought prayer of @ righteous 
man availeth much; that is, ſuch prayer as is 
formed in the ſoul by the powerful energy of 
the Spirit of God, who puts things into the 
heart, and words into the mouth: * Take with 
you words, and turn to the Lord; ſay unto him, 
Take away all iniquity, and receive us gra- 
cioufly : He directs in the matter of prayer, 
for we know not what we ſhould pray for as 
we ought ; he maketh interceſſion for the ſaints, 
according to the will of God. And, indeed, who 
ſo proper as he ? who ſearches the deep thing. 


of 


Ff James v. 16. 5 Hoſea xiv. 2. 


20, 27. 
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of God, and perfectly knows his mind; he 
helps the ſaints under ail their iHirmities: 
When they are /but up in their fouls, and can- 
not come forth in prayer with liberty, he en- 
larges their hearts, and gives them freedom of 
ſoul, and liberty of ſpeech, ſo as they can 
our out their ſouls before God, and tell him 
all their mind : * Where the Spirit of the Lord 
7s, there is liberty. Without him we cannot 
pray, either in faith or with fervency; nor 


can we call God our Father without him, the 


Spirit of adoption, or uſe that freedom with 
him, as children with a Father; but becauſe 
ye are ſons, ſays the apoſtle *, God hath ſent 


forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry- 


ing, Abba, Father. | 

Perhaps it may be objected, that if the Spi- 
rit of God is ſo abſolutely neceſſary in prayer, 
then men ought not to pray, unleſs they have 
the Spirit, or are under the immediate in- 
fluences of his grace. To which I anſwer, 
that prayer may be conſider'd as a natural du- 


ty; and as ſuch is binding on all men, even 


on a natural man, deſtitute of the Spirit, and 
ought to be, and may be, per formed by him 
in a natural way, to which there is ſomething 
analogous in the brute creatures, whole eyes 
wait upon the Lord; And he giveth to the beaſt 
bis food, and unto the young ravens which 


3 2 Cor. lit. 17. K Gal. iv. 6, 


£2 cry 
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cry. And we may obſerve, that the apoſtle 
Peter put Simon Magus upon prayer, though 
he was in a ſtate of unregeneracy ; Repent, 
ſays he , of this thy wickedneſs ; and pray God, 
if perhaps, the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee, Tis true, none but a ſpiritual 
man can pray in a ſpiritual manner; but then 
the ſpiritual man 1s not always under the gra- 
cious and powerful influences of the Spirit of 
God: He is ſometimes deſtitute of them, 

which ſeems to be David's caſe, when he faid, 

u Caſt me not away from thy preſence, and take 
not thy Holy Spirit from me : Reſtore unto me 
the joy of thy ſalvation, and uphold me with thy 
Free Spirit; and yet we are to pray without 
ceafing, to pray always and not faint ®, And 
one thing we are to pray for 1s the Spirit, to 
influence and aſſiſt us in prayer, and to work in 
us whatever is well pleaſing in the ſight of 
God : And we have reaſon:to believe that ſuch 
a petition will be heard and anſwer'd ; for it 
earthly fathers know how to give good gifts unto 
their children, how much more ſball our hea- 
venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
as bim o. And, indeed, when we are in dark- 
neſs and diſtreſs, without the light of God's 
countenance, the influences af his Spirit, and 

the communications of his grace, we have 


pfal. exlv. 15. and exlvii. 9. * Ads vin. 22. n pfal. 
tz. L 1 Thell. v. 17. Luke xviu, 1. Luke 


I. 13. 


need 
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need of prayer moſt, and ought to be moſt 8 
conſtant at the throne of grace, that we may o | 
tain mercy, and find grace to belp in time of - 
need. This was David's practice : Out of = 
the depths, ſays he, have I cried unto thee, O b 
Lord; and ſo it was Fonah's, when he was in 
the belly of hell, and ſaid, I am caſt out of thy 
fight ; yet, ſays he, I will look again toward 
thy holy temple © And he adds, When my ſoul 
fainted within me, I remember d the hey” and 
my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy 
temple. And ſo it was the practice of the 
church in A/aph's time, who, under darkneſs 
and diſtreſs, ſaid , Turn us again, O God, and 
cauſe thy face to ſhine, and we ſhall be ſaved. 3 
O Lord God of hoſts, how long wilt thou be an- I 
gry againſt the prayer of thy people? But I ü 
proceed, 

2. To obſerve that the apoſtle is defirous of 
performing this duty of prayer, with the under- 
landing alſo, h. e. in a language that may be 
underſtood by others; for, as he obſerves in 
ver. g. except ye utter by the tongue words eaſy- 


2 
af to be underſtoad, how ſhall it be known what 1s 
k- ſpoken? And, for his own part, he declares, 


in ver. 19. that he had rather ſpeak five words 
in the church with his underſtanding, that by 
his voice he might teach others alſo, than ten 


4 Pal exxx, 1. r Jonah ii, 2, 4, 7,  * Pal lx, 
7 4% 19. 
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thouſand words in an unknown tongue. This 


condemns the practice of the Papiſts, who 
pray in a language not underſtood by the 
people. | * 

Or to pray with the underſtanding, is to 
pray with the underſtanding illumina ted by 
the Spirit of God, or to pray with an experi- 
mental ſpiritual underſtanding of things. A 
man may uſe many words in prayer, and put 


up a great many petitions, and yet have no ſa- 


voury experience, or ſpiritual underſtanding of 
the things he prays for. The underſtanding 
of man 3s naturally dark, as to divine and ſpi- 
ritual things. The Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit 
of wwiſdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Chriſt, who enlightens the eyes of our under- 


flanding,. to ſee our loſt ſtate: and condition by 


nature, the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, the im- 
purity of our hearts, the imperfection of our 
obedience, the; inſufficiency of our righteouſ- 
neſs, the need of Chriſt, and ſalvation by him, 
and the aboundings of God's grace and mercy 
ſtreaming through the Mediator's Perſon. Such 
who are thus enlighten'd, are able to pray 
with the underſtanding alſo: They know who 
they pray unto, whilſt others worſhip they 
know not what; they can come to God as 
their God and Father, as the God of all grace 
and mercy; they know the way of acceſs to 
him, and are ſenſible of their need of the Spi- 
rit to influence and aſſiſt them, by whom they 

know 


* 
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know what to pray for, as they ought, and 
are well aſſured of the readineſs of God to 
hear and anſwer them for Chriſt's ſake : And, 
ſays the apoſtle *, If we know that be bear us, 
whatſoever wwe at, we know that we have the 
petitions that we defired of him. Thele are the 
perſons who pray with the Spirit, and with 
the underſtanding alſo ; theſe find their account 
in this work, and it is a delight to them. 

I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with a few 
words, by way of encouragement to this part 
of divine worſhip. It is good for the ſaints 29 
draw near to God; it is not only good becauſe 
it is their duty, but becauſe it yields their 
ſouls a ſpiritual pleaſure, and is alſo of great | 
profit and advantage to them: It is often an 
ordinance of God, and which he owns for the IM 
quickening the graces of his Spirit, for the re- 
ſtraining and ſubduing the corruptions of our 
hearts, and for the bringing of our ſouls into 
nearer communion and fellowſhip with him- 
ſelf. Satan has often felt the force and power 
of this piece of our ſpiritual armour; and 'ris, 
indeed, the laſt which the believer is directed 
to make uſe of, Praying fouls are profitable 
in families, neighbourhoods, churches, and | 
common-wealths, when prayerleſs ones are in | 
a great meaſure uſeleſs The believer has che 

utmoſt encouragement to this work he can 


e x John v. Is, 
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ire; he may come to God, not as on a ſeat 
5 of juſtice, but as on a throne of grace. Chriſt 
Is the Mediator between God and him, his way 
of acceſs to God, and his Advocate with the 
Father; the Spirit i is his Guide, Director, and 
Aſſiſter; he has many exceeding great and pre- 
cious promiſes to Lehe with God; nor need 
he doubt of a kind reception, a gracious au- 
dience, and a proper anſwer, though never ſo 

mean and unworthy in himſelf, ſince the Lord 


10 regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and not 
deſpiſe his proyer. 
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